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May 16, 2023 
					            
Ms 
Maja Markovčić Kostelac
Executive Director 
Environment, Oceans and Fisheries


Transparency to guarantee the effective regulation, protection of human health and equal playing field in shipping

Dear Director Kostelac,
We, European NGOs and citizens, are extremely concerned about the impact on human health and the environment of air pollution originating from ships and are aware of the great importance, in this respect, of the implementation of the existing legislation. We are, therefore, writing to you to request that EMSA contributes to the accessibility of the data on the controls carried out in EU Member States on the sulphur content of marine fuels, thus harmonizing the system with the EU principle on transparency in environmental matters and making the implementation of the legislation more effective.
We call for the publication, within THETIS-EU, the website managed by EMSA, of data on sulphur content of fuels inspections no longer as aggregated data, but on a case-by-case basis, as it is largely already the case for other types of ship inspections.
The obligations on Member States regarding fuel sulphur content inspections are already extremely scarce. As an example, in 2021, only 180 fuel checks were carried out in all the nearly 30 Italian commercial ports, while more than 6000 ships docked at least once in Italy, many of which made hundreds, if not thousands, of calls in Italian ports each year.
This is why it is necessary that the data collected from the already few checks in accordance with the regulations be accessible and transparent so that their environmental monitoring function and their deterrence and effectiveness is maximized, allowing citizens to be informed on the activities aimed at protecting both their health and the environment.
Citizens of European port cities, the witnesses and victims of the pollution from the maritime industry, have the right to know what threatens their health and what measures are being – and can still be – adopted to protect them.
THETIS-EU provides the ideal basis in which to make this right effective, contributing to the protection of human health and the reduction of emissions from the maritime industry.
We trust on your support to achieve increased transparency and improved protection of human health.
							Yours sincerely, 


Cittadini per l’aria onlus 				Associazione Ambientalista Eugenio Rosmann
Ambiente Venezia					Associazione Forum Ambientalista - Civitavecchia
Comitato Tutela Ambientale Genova Centro Ovest	Comitato Tutela Ambientale Genova 	
Comitato Vivibilità Cittadina Napoli 			We Are Here Venice
Coordinamento Livorno Porto Pulito 			Ecoistituto di Reggio Emilia e Genova
Hub.Mat - Olbia						Italia Nostra Sezione di Ancona 		
Italia Nostra Sezione di Venezia 				No Fumi Odv - Ancona			
Savona Porto Elettrico					We Are Here Venice 			
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